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REPRODUCTION OP ANTIQUE PERSIAN BOWLS BY CLARA POILLON 



THE WORK OF AN AMERICAN POTTER 



THE making of pottery is not work for 
the drawing-room — it is necessary to 
be one with the clay during the period of 
its creation, and only those born with a love 
of form and color will achieve success. 

The pottery which is made in Wood- 
bridge, N. J., is the product of about fifteen 
years' experiences, during which time Mrs. 
Poillon has visited museums and exhibi- 
tions here and abroad, studied chemistry 
and experimented with colors and glazes on 
all sorts of bodies. 

^Not the least of the charm of this pottery 
lies in its adaptability. The colors do not 
obtrude themselves, the shapes are strong 
and simple. 

The truth of Mrs. Portion's claim to being 
a color maker is proved by a visit to the 
Woodbridge pottery where dull powders in 
great tubs await the magical touch of fire 
to be changed to glorious yellows, turquoise 
blues, jade greens and other colors. The 
possibilities of reproducing from the antique 
are unlimited, and examples of Poillon 
Pottery, the result of study of forms and 
colors of ancient Cretan, Japanese, Chinese, 
Persian and Egyptian wares are gaining 
wide appreciation. 



Mrs* Portion's latest success is shown in 
some reproduction in pink gold lustre. 
This was achieved by reducing pure gold to 
a medium which the fire turns into pinks, 
mauves, dull golds and lustres giving a play 
of color tones that can be compared to the 
iridescence of prehistoric glass. 

One happy combination which has at- 
tracted attention is a French green ware 
harmonizing perfectly with green bronze. 
A bowl in this ware supporting a green 
bronze figure forms a table fountain. 

Another department has been added 
recently to the pottery — that • of tile 
making. There is great opportunity in 
tiles for displaying and enjoying color. A 
garden pool lined with tiles that reflect the 
color of the sky is one of the most recent 
effects. Then there are hand-made tiles 
for pergolas, garden walks and vestibules, 
and Hungarian tiles in cream and red for 
edging flower beds and paths. 

The study of clays and chemicals as tested 
by fire, the innumerable combinations 
known and unknown, the constant dis- 
coveries and unlimited resources give, 
Mrs. Poillon says, a realizing sense of 
eternity. 



